Proximal and distal esophageal contractions in patients with vigorous or classic esophageal Chagas' disease.
Some patients with achalasia have distal esophageal contraction amplitude in the normal range, a condition called vigorous achalasia, and others have low contraction amplitude, a condition named classic achalasia. The difference in distal contraction amplitude may also be associated with a difference in proximal contraction amplitude. To study the proximal and distal esophageal contractions in patients with Chagas' disease. We studied 28 patients with Chagas' disease, all with dysphagia and an esophageal radiologic examination with retention without dilation, and 18 controls. The patients with Chagas' disease had vigorous achalasia (distal amplitude over 34 mm Hg, n = 13) or classic achalasia (distal amplitude below 34 mm Hg, n = 15). We measured the contractions by the manometric method with continuous perfusion at 2, 7, 12 and 17 cm below the upper esophageal sphincter after five swallows of a 5 mL bolus of water. There was no difference in proximal amplitude of contractions between classic or vigorous achalasia, and controls. In the proximal esophagus there was also no difference in duration or area under curve of contractions. In the distal esophagus, duration and area under curve were lower in classic than vigorous disease. Failed and simultaneous contractions were more frequent in patients than controls. Simultaneous contractions were seen more frequently in classic disease, and peristaltic contractions were seen more frequently in vigorous disease. We did not find differences in proximal esophageal contractions of patients with classical or vigorous esophageal Chagas' disease, except for the higher number of simultaneous contractions seen in classic disease.